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ON THE CORSO AT MANLY




THE OUTSIDERS 1 Peter 1:1-2
The Inside-out community

Opening discussion: 




Have you ever experienced difficulty whilst spending time away from home? What was the experience? How did you feel? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 1:1-2 together and answer the following questions)

1. What can you learn from these opening verses about the author of this letter?

2. What can you learn from these opening verses about the recipients of this letter? What words/phrases describe them and their situation?

3. Look up the following cross-references and note how these texts help explain the language used to describe the recipients of 1 Peter in the first two verses of the letter:


a) Ephesians 1:3-5; Acts 2:23


b) 1 Corinthians 1:30; 2 Thessalonians 2:13-14


c) Romans 1:5; 16:26; Exodus 24:1-8; Matthew 26:27-28

(Read 1 Peter 5:12-14 together and answer the following questions)

4. What can you learn from these verses about the letter’s origin?

5. What can you learn from these verses about the letter’s purpose?

6. What can we learn here about Peter’s mission? To whom was he sent?

Section 2: Thought and Application 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. How does the introduction to Peter’s letter help you appreciate God’s triune nature 

(ie: 3 in 1, and 1 in 3)?

2. Have a look again at Exodus 24:1-8. What is the purpose of the blood? What do you think is the connection between obedience and blood? How do you think this relates to the new covenant, and to the blood of Jesus?

3. In what sense are all Christians out of place in the world? Do you feel as if you belong in the world? Discuss.

4. In what way is the doctrine of God’s election (that he chooses us to be saved) a source of comfort?

5. If you were one of the early Christians receiving Peter’s letter and you had just read the opening greeting, what would motivate you to keep reading?

6. What from this study prompts you to give thanks to God?

(Before closing with prayer, try to motivate your group to read the entire letter before meeting again next week)


THE OUTSIDERS 1 Peter 1:1-12
Reborn

Opening discussion: 




What are the most common images of heaven in our society? What kind of heaven are you expecting? Why are most people unsure about the possibility of getting there? What sort of things make us doubt the very idea? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 1:3-5 together and answer the following questions)

1. Is being born again something you do, or something that is done to you?


How does this relate to the description of Peter’s readers back in verse 2.

2. On what basis does the new birth take place? 

 
Through what event does the new birth take place?

3. What two things are God’s people born into?

4. What makes the hope, in verse 3, living?


How certain is the ‘hope’ in this passage?

5. In what other way is the inheritance described, in verse 5?


When will it be received?

6. What makes Peter so confident about receiving the inheritance?

(Read 1 Peter 1:5-9 together and answer the following questions)

7. Through what instrument or mechanism does God’s power shield us?

8. Will Christians be protected from all difficulty?

9. What is the duration of the trials?

10. What kinds of trials can be expected?

11. What is the purpose of the trials?

12. What will result in the end?

(Read 1 Peter 1:10-12 together and answer the following questions)

13. Who are the six characters or groups mentioned in these three verses?


What do we learn about each of them?

14. What is the sequence of events mentioned in these three verses? What happened when?

15. How is what happens to Christ in verse 11, predicted by the Old Testament prophets, related to the experience of Christians in verses 5-9?

Section 2: Thought and Application 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. What can make you doubt that you might ever make it to heaven? How does this passage help?

2. What sort of trials are you facing at present? How might your trials refine your trust in God?

3. How does the future as Peter describes it here offer us hope in our own circumstances?

4. How should what we’ve learned here affect our attitude to suffering, and our tendency to grumble about things?

5. What implications do the ideas of verses 10-12 have for your reading and understanding of the Old Testament?

6. In verse 12, how are we told the revelation came to Peter’s readers? How did it come to you?


THE OUTSIDERS 1 Peter 1:13-2:3

Different

Opening discussion: 




What does holiness, or the word ‘holy’, mean to you? Apart from God Himself, are there people or things that you would consider holy? Why? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 1:13-14 together and answer the following questions)

1. Have another quick glance over verses 1-12. How has ‘hope’ already been a strong theme in this first chapter? What are the letter’s readers looking forward to?

2. How are verses 1-12, then, logically connected to verse 13?

3. What accompanying actions or commands in verse 13 fill out what is meant by ‘set your hope fully…’?

(Read 1 Peter 1:14-16 together and answer the following questions)

4. Flip back in your Bibles to Leviticus 20:6-8. What light do these verses shed on what holiness really is?

5. How is the call to holiness in 1 Peter 1:14-16 based on our current relationship with God?

6. How is the call to holiness in these verses based on our former way of life?

(Read 1 Peter 1:17-21 together and answer the following questions)

7. What is it about the judgment of God that should give us cause to fear?

8. Compare 1 Peter 1:20 with 1:10-12. What does it mean that Christ has been “revealed in these last times for your sake”? 

9. How can we both fear God (v.17) and also have faith and hope in him (v.21)?

(Read 1 Peter 1:22-25 together and answer the following questions)

10. What have we been purified from? (v.14, 18)

11. What have we been purified for?

12. How then should we treat one another?

13.How do verses 23-25 serve as a reason for loving one another deeply from the heart?

(Read 1 Peter 2:1-3 together and answer the following questions)

14. In the context, what is the alternative to craving pure spiritual milk?

15. Thinking back over what Peter has already said, why do you think he describes his readers as babies?

16. What motivation or basis does he give for them to long for spiritual milk?

17. How does the context, from chapter 1 verse 22 and following, help us understand what the ‘pure spiritual milk’ actually is? 

Section 2: Thought and Application 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. Why is it necessary to prepare our minds and be self-controlled in order to ‘set our hope fully on the grace to be given us’? Try to think practically.

2. What things in your own life can distract you from setting your hope fully on the coming salvation? What could be a way forward?

3. In what areas do you feel pressured to conform to ‘the evil desires you had when you lived in ignorance’?

4. Think clearly of specific areas where being holy makes you different from our current culture in Manly, and Australia?

5. Do you think you live each day with an appropriate fear of God? How can meditating on God’s holiness and the cost of Christ’s sacrifice help in this area of faith?

6. In what sense do you think all Christians are strangers in a country not their own? How ought this to affect our attitudes, decisions and way of life?

7. What usually motivates love from people? How lasting is that basis?

8. What is Christian love to be motivated by? How is it different from normal human love?

9. What sustenance are you taking so you might ‘grow up to salvation’? What do you ‘crave’ in order to grow spiritually?


THE OUTSIDERS 1 Peter 2:4-10

Royalty

Opening discussion: 




What do you imagine life would be like if you were a member of the British Royal family? Does the status of royalty attract or repel you? Why? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 2:4-10 together and answer the following questions)

1. Why do you think Peter describes Jesus as the ‘living stone’?

2. What function does this stone have? 

 
What part of the building is it?

3. What sort of building will the finished project be?

4. What does God think of this ‘living stone’? 

5. What reactions do different people have to the stone, and with what result?

6. Find and list from the passage all that believers in Jesus Christ have become and have received.

7. What do you think it means for God’s new royal people to ‘declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into his wonderful light’?

(Read 1 Peter 2:11-12 together and answer the following questions)

8. What tension or contrast do you see between how the people are described in 

verses 9-10 and in verses 11-12?

9. How is this tension lived out?

10. When will the tension be resolved?

Section 2: Thought and Application 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. Have a look together at Ephesians 2:19-22. How does Paul describe how Gentiles have been incorporated into this temple? Discuss.

2. The spiritual temple Peter speaks of in this passage refers to all true believers everywhere, not just those of the local church. How in practice do you think the people of this temple ‘declare the praises’ of God? How can we at St Matt’s contribute? Discuss.

3. How do you, in your own life, tell and declare all the wonderful things God has done for you? Discuss.

4. What, do you think, are some of the ways that Christians at St Matt’s stand out in the culture in which we live as ‘strangers and aliens’? 

5. In what ways, as a Christian, have you been accused of doing wrong by people who don’t believe the gospel?

6. Some Christian traditions have ‘priests’ and holy buildings and other similar trappings. What implications does this passage have for this way of thinking?

7. How could today’s passage help you overcome a tendency to sit easy regarding Christian maturity?

