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ON THE CORSO AT MANLY




THE OUTSIDERS 1 Peter 2:13-25

Submission

Opening discussion: 




If you were to rate your natural inclination for being submissive on a scale of one to ten, where would you place yourself and why? (one being a doormat; and ten being a touchy recalcitrant.) 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 2:13-17 together and answer the following questions)

1. Who are we being asked to submit to in these verses?

2. What reasons are given for doing so?

3. According to these verses, what’s the purpose of human government?

4. Take a closer look at verses 15-16. What do you think might be the potential problem Peter addresses here?

(Read 1 Peter 2:18-25 together and answer the following questions)

5. What attitude should slaves take in submission to their masters? How is this related to the previous verses?

6. If the slave’s master is acting cruelly or harshly, what should the slave do?

7. Peter says it’s commendable if a slave bears up under unjust suffering because he/she is ‘conscious of God’. What is it about God that the slave should be conscious of? 

(these cross-references may help: 1 Pt 1:6-7; 1 Pt 2:12,15; Rom 12:17-13:1)

8. Peter even goes as far as saying that unjust suffering is what we’re ‘called to’. What do you reckon he means by this?

9. In these verses, how is the example of Christ similar to the situation of the slave?

 (think in terms of innocence, submission and suffering)

10. What key response of Christ to his situation serves as a model for us?

11. Of course, Christ’s suffering was more than an example. Look closely at verses 24-25. What else did he achieve by his suffering?

12. What was the goal of his ordeal?

13. How do you think this is further basis/motive for persisting in doing good during unjust suffering?

Section 2: Thought and Application 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. When or where have you found it difficult to submit to authority?

2. Following the example of Christ will often lead to submission – and even suffering. Why would you choose to do it?

2. How do you usually react to unjust suffering? Does this passage challenge your attitudes?

3. Lots of Australians are cynical and disdainful of their governments? Is this attitude Christian? What attitude should we take towards government, knowing that they are imperfect and sinful? Discuss.

4. A lot of the language and imagery used in this passage comes right out of Isaiah 53. Read Isaiah 52:12-53:13 Dwell upon, and discuss, the extraordinary picture of Christ’s sufferings. How does this picture affect you? How might it affect you more deeply? Discuss.


THE OUTSIDERS 1 Peter 3:1-7
Suggestion: Due to the nature of the material being discussed, you may find it helpful at some stage during the study for your small-group to split up into two groups: one group for men, and another for women. On occasions, it can be easier for men and women to go deeper in discussion of the issues of this passage with their own gender. 

Hitched

Opening discussion: 




In what ways, do you think, your parents and your upbringing have consciously or unconsciously shaped your views on marriage and family, for better or worse? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 3:1-7 together and answer the following questions)

1. What are the different aspects of the wife’s behavior or conduct that are taught here? What is she encouraged to be, to do or not to do?

2. Wearing some make-up and a decent hair-do is fairly normal and harmless for any woman to do. But, not always, it seems. Take a look at Isaiah 3:16-24. What does all the finery of these women suggest? 

3. Take a look at 1 Timothy 2:9-10. What’s the opposite of getting dressed in fancy clothes in these verses?

4. “Quiet” normally means to make no noise in English. The ancient Greek word does, in a sense, mean that too, but it conveys other nuances not captured in our word, “quiet”. Have a look at these other New Testament usages of the same word: 


Luke 23:56 – the word translated rested.


Acts 11:18 – the word translated had no further objections.


Acts 21:14 – the word translated gave up.

How does this cast light on the meaning of ‘a gentle and quiet spirit’, in 1 Peter 3:4? How might it be related to submission?

5. What does Peter say is the effect of this sort of behavior by a wife?

6. What’s the example Peter introduces as an encouragement to live this way?

7. What kind of fear might a wife be overcome by?

8. Over all the seven verses, what is taught about how a woman relates to God?

9. What two characteristics of their wives are husbands to keep in mind?

10. How should each characteristic shape the husband’s behavior?

11. How do you think failing to act like this would hinder the husband’s prayers?

Section 2: Thought and Application 

(allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. Consider the different ways women dress and adorn themselves in our culture. What is the effect or purpose of these different fashions, do you think?

2. How do you think the message of this passage helps Christian women to follow God’s will in this area?

3. How can a woman acquire the genuine beauty that lasts and grows throughout life?

4. What particular challenges face women with unbelieving husbands? How should they meet these challenges? What positive hope and encouragement does this passage provide?

5. What are typical failings of husbands that this passage addresses?

6. What does it mean to say the woman is the “weaker partner”? In what ways can this be understood?

7. What are some practical ways that husbands can be considerate towards their wives as the “weaker partner”?


What are some practical ways that husbands can be bestow honor upon their wives as “fellow-heirs of the grace of life”?


Consider how the answers to both the above questions could be the same.

8. How does God’s Word about husbands and wives compare with your own current understanding of marriage relationships? Do you believe God’s Word is for ultimate human flourishing or do you find it difficult to trust in this case? If difficult, then what could be a way forward for the way we think and act in response to this passage, and other similar New Testament passages? 

9. What particular challenges do these verses carry for your own marriage (if you are married), in terms of your behavior, your attitudes, your prayer life?

