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ON THE CORSO AT MANLY





Bold

1 Peter 3:8-4:2

Opening discussion: 




Bad things happen to good people - sometimes precisely because they are doing what is right and good? Why? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 3:8 together and answer the following question)

1. List the five commands, and try to rephrase them in your own words?

(Read 1 Peter 3:9-12 together and answer the following questions)

2. When reacting to mistreatment, what should we not do? And what is it we should do instead?

3. What reasons or motivations are given for this behaviour?

4. Flip back in your Bibles and read Psalm 34 (quoted in 1 Peter 3:10-12). Who, does the psalm say, God rescues and redeems? And, so, what sort of behaviour does the psalmist encourage his children to practice? How does this then relate to what 1 Peter 3 is saying?

(Read 1 Peter 3:13-16 together and answer the following questions)

5. Peter’s readers were probably undergoing considerable persecution. What reasons does the text give for why they should not fear?

6. Verses 14 and 15 contain a quote from Isaiah 8:12-13. In this particular part of Isaiah, the people of Judah are afraid of the impending attack of Assyria. Look at what the LORD says to Isaiah in Isaiah 8:11-15? How does it relate to the situation of Peter’s readers?

7. In the context of being fearful, what do you think 1 Peter 3:15 means when it says, literally, “but in your hearts regard Christ the Lord as holy”? How does that compare to Isaiah 8:13?

8. How should this spill over into our conversation with those around us?

9. In what manner should we speak?

10. Why do you think Peter says to be prepared to answer for the ‘hope’ we have in verse 15, rather than say, our ‘belief’? How does this fit in with what Peter has been saying so far in his letter (esp. chapter 1)?

(Read 1 Peter 3:17-4:2 together and answer the following questions)

11. What is the immediate reason given as to why it is better to suffer for doing good than for doing evil?

12. How is the suffering of Christ similar to ours? – different from ours?

13. What was achieved by Christ’s sufferings?

14. What happened after his sufferings?

15. How is Noah a further example of salvation occurring in the midst of judgment and difficulty?

16. Even though some parts of verses 18-22 are hard to understand, how do they provide encouragement for us to persevere in doing good, and to endure suffering?

17. 1 Peter 4:1-2 shows that despite the complexities of 3:18-22, Peter has not left the subject of suffering and of doing good. When, in the life of Christ, was he confronted with the choice of continuing to do God’s will even though it would involve great suffering?

18. Peter says we should “arm ourselves with the same attitude” as if we are in some kind of battle. In the context, what conflict has Peter in mind? 

Section 2: Thought and Application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. Of the five exhortations in verse 8, which do you have the most difficulty with? What can be done about it?

2. Take a look at Matthew 5:38-42. How is it similar to what Peter is saying?

3. How would you prepare yourself to give an answer to those who ask you to explain your hope in Christ?

4. Are there situations in your life where doing good will lead to suffering? How do you naturally react in these situations? What challenges does this passage have for you?

5. Read Luke 9:22-24. How does this teaching of Jesus relate to what we have been thinking about?

6. If you are not suffering particularly at present, why is it still good to think about these things?

7. Read Colossians 2:9-15. How does this shed light on what Peter says about baptism and Christ’s death and resurrection?


THE OUTSIDERS

Suffering

1 Peter 4:1-19

Opening discussion: 




What would you do if you knew that certain destruction was imminent and the world was going to end in a week’s time?  

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 4:1-6 together and answer the following question)

1. What was the past behaviour of Peter’s readers?

2. What is the pagan reaction to their new behaviour?

3. What do we learn about judgment in verse 5?

4. How might this help the Christians deal with the abuse they are receiving?

5. What is the only way men and women can pass through God’s judgment, and see life on the other side (compare verse 6 with the similar wording of 1 Peter 3:18)?

(Read 1 Peter 4:7-11 together and answer the following question)

6. In verse 7, Peter urges his readers to be clear-minded or sober-minded and to be self-controlled. How are these two commands related to the imminent end of all things?

7. How does this way of life contrast with the pagan behaviour of verses 3-4?

8. How is this way of life helpful for prayer?

9. Do we learn anything about the nature of prayer from this?

10. Verse 7 relates to our own personal thinking and self-control; from verse 8 Peter turns to how we treat others. How, according to the text, should we love?

11. What do you think it means that ‘love covers a multitude of sins’ (compare with Prov 10:12)?

12. How do you think verses 9-11 are related to this command to love?

13. What is the purpose of the gifts we receive from God?

14. How should we exercise them?

15. What is the ultimate goal? How does this take us back to verse 7, and to a constant theme of the letter?

(Read 1 Peter 4:12-19 together and answer the following question)

16. Is Peter speaking about any suffering, or a particular type of suffering?

17. What two reasons are there for rejoicing when we suffer in this way?

18. How is being insulted because of Christ evidence that God’s Spirit is with us?

19. In verse 17, ‘the family of God’ is literally ‘the house of God’. Can you think where else in 1 Peter Christians are referred to as a ‘house’?

20. What do you think is the message of verses 15-18? 

Section 2: Thought and Application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. How do you experience pressure from those around you to join them in immoral behaviour?

2. How do you normally react to this pressure? How does this passage help and encourage you in this?

3. Take a look at Jesus’ words in Matthew 10:26-33. How do they cast further light on the ideas we have been considering?

4. In what specific areas do you struggle with being distracted or muddle-headed?


In what specific areas do you struggle with lacking self-control?

5. How do you think this affects your prayers?

6. Would you describe your love for your Christian brothers and sisters as ‘deep’? How might hospitality and using your gifts for the sake of others come into it?

7. Does the view of gifts in verses 10-11 strike you as different from how ‘spiritual gifts’ can often be spoken about? In what way?

8.Why might a Christian expect to sometimes encounter suffering because of bearing that name?
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Solid

1 Peter 5

Opening discussion: 




Describe, if you’re willing, one of the more difficult relationships of your past. Then describe one of your most valuable relationships and what made it valuable? 

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
(Read 1 Peter 5 together and answer the following questions. Also, note that in the original, chapter 5 begins with the word, “therefore” – an important word linking what is said here with the last verses of chapter 4, namely, continuing to do good in the face of suffering)

1. How does Peter describe himself? How is this an encouragement to the elders in their situation?

2.What does it mean for the elders to “continue to do good” in the face of suffering and persecution? What are they to continue doing?

3. How does the leadership style of the elders imitate Christ, the Chief Shepherd? What aspects of Jesus’ ministry and teaching does this make you think of?

4. What will be the outcome for the faithful elders?

5. Have a look at the instructions for young men and for ‘all of you’ in verse 5. How is this similar to the behaviour that the elders should display?

6. Why should we be humble towards one another, in verse 5?

7. Look carefully at verses 6-7. What does it mean to ‘humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand’?

8.This attitude of humility and trust in God doesn’t mean that we sit back and do nothing. What vigorous action should we be undertaking, in verses 8-12?

9. What do verses 8-10 teach us about the devil’s power and God’s sovereign control?

10. Look back over verses 5-12. What do they teach us about what God is like?

11. And, what do these verses teach us about what God will do for his people?

Section 2: Thought and Application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. What particular challenges and temptations do you think would have faced the elders Peter writes to, given the suffering and persecution that was being experienced?

2. If you are in some sort of leadership position, how do verses 1-4 encourage you?

3. If you are in some sort of leadership position, how do verses 1-4 challenge you?

4. What can you do to be humble in relation to those who lead you?

5. What can you do to be humble in relation to other people in your family and church?

6. What can you do to be humble in relation to God?

7. How do you think the devil might devour those who are not self-controlled and alert in the face of suffering?

8. Throughout his letter, including chapter 5, Peter has continually directed his readers’ attention to the End, to the eternal glory/salvation/inheritance that is ours in Christ. How important is this to you? Does it feature in how you deal with suffering and difficulty? What can you do about it?

9. What things in your life or circumstances are currently a threat to your ‘standing firm’?

10. Think back over our studies in 1 Peter. What things have you learned? What has really struck you?

