He Comes Alongside  

John 14:1-31

Opening discussion: 
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Who is the person you most want to be around when things are hard and you’re hurting? What is it about that person that brings comfort to you?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/3 of your discussion time for this section)

(Take the time to read John 14:1-14 and answer the following questions together)

1. What does Jesus say in John chapter 13 that causes his disciples to have “troubled hearts” (v. 1)?

2.How would the promises Jesus makes in verses 1-4 bring comfort to his disciples?

3.After being with Jesus for over three years, what had both Thomas and Philip failed to realize about him (vv. 5-14)?

(Take the time to read John 14:15-31and answer the following questions together)

4. Another source of comfort for these troubled disciples would be the Holy Spirit. What does the title Counselor (v.16) tell us about the Spirit’s ministry?

5. In what specific ways is the Spirit willing to bring comfort and help to the lives of Jesus’ disciples (vv.15-27)?

6. How does the peace Jesus offers differ from the peace offered by the world (vv. 25-31)?

Section 2: Thought and application 

(Allow 2/3 of your discussion time for this section)

1. Have one or two people put Jesus’ statement in verses 6 and 7 in their own words. In light of those verses, how would you answer someone who thinks there are ‘many ways to God’?

2. What is the relationship between our love and obedience to Jesus and his love and presence in our lives (vv. 15-24)?

How is this different from ‘works righteousness’ – trying to earn Jesus’ favor, love and presence through our legalistic obedience?

3. How can Jesus’ teaching help us counsel a friend who is going through a crisis or who has a troubled heart?

4. Where do we need Jesus’ peace in our lives presently?

5. What words of Jesus in this passage are most significant to us personally?

The Vine

John 15:1-11

Opening discussion: 




Have you ever felt far from Christ since becoming a Christian? What circumstances made you feel that way?
[image: image4.jpg]



Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/3 of your discussion time for this section)

(Read John 15:1-11 and answer the following questions together)

1. Jesus’ instruction to his disciples in this passage revolves around three metaphors – the vine, the gardener and the branches. What is Jesus trying to communicate by calling himself ‘the vine’?

2. What is the significance of calling his disciples ‘branches’?

3. Instead of commanding us to bear fruit, why is Jesus’ only command ‘remain in me’ (v.4)?

4. The Father’s ministry as the gardener is to ‘[cut] off every branch … that bears no fruit’ (v. 2). What do you think that means?

5. What spiritual benefits result from remaining in Christ (vv. 7-11)?

Section 2: Thought and application 

(allow 2/3 of your discussion time for this section)

1.What does it mean to remain in Christ?

2. The fruit produced by the remaining branch is sometimes viewed as a reference to new converts. But the branches on a vine produce grapes, not other branches. What other possible meanings are there for fruit?

3.The Father prunes faithful branches to make them more fruitful (v. 2). In what ways have you experienced the Father’s ‘pruning’ and what were the results?

4. There are three categories of branches described in this passage – those bearing no fruit, those bearing some fruit and those bearing much fruit. In which category would you place yourself and our church as a whole at St Matt’s?

5. If we are not bearing much fruit, what is Jesus’ counsel to us in these verses?

As With Jesus, So With Me

John 15:12-16:4

Opening discussion:

Who is your closest friend? What are some of the most important qualities in a friend?
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Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/3 of your discussion time for this section)

(Read John 15:12-17 and answer the following questions together)

1. Jesus already told his disciples to love each other (Jn 13:34-35). How does his instruction in verse 12 raise the standard of our love?

2.What are the requirements and benefits of friendship with Jesus (vv. 14-17)?

(Read John 15:18-25 and answer the following questions together)

3. Why does Jesus switch from talking about love to talk about hate?

4. What reasons does Jesus give for the world’s hatred?

5. What does Jesus mean when he says that without his coming, his words and his signs/‘miracles’(NIV), the world ‘would not be guilty of sin’ (vv. 22-25)?

(Read John 15:26-16:4 and answer the following questions)

6. In what ways will the Counselor and the disciples themselves continue the ministry begun by Jesus (vv. 26-27)? 

7. What kind of treatment can the disciples expect from those who do not know Christ (16:1-4)? 

Section 2: Thought and application 

(allow 2/3 of your discussion time for this section)

 1. Is being a friend of Jesus the same as being a believer in Jesus? Discuss.

2. Give one or two specific examples of how you have experienced the world’s hatred as a Christian. How did you respond to the hostility at the time?

3.What kinds of persecution are most probable for us in our society and culture (think particularly of Sydney and Manly)? Discuss.

4. If we at St Matt’s are not persecuted in some way, what might that imply about our spiritual commitment?

Jesus’ Legacy
John 16:5-15

Opening discussion:




What would you want to tell your family or closest friends if you knew that you only had a short time to live? 
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Section 1: Observation and interpretation 

(allow 1/3 of your discussion time for this section)

(Read John 16:5-15 and answer the following questions together)

1. Based on what Jesus says in these verses, how would you describe the mood among the disciples? How do you think you might have felt if you had been there with them?

2. Jesus says that it is for the disciples’ good that he should leave and that the Counselor should come. Why is the Spirit’s presence more profitable to the disciples than Jesus’ presence?

3. What does Jesus say the Spirit’s ministry would be toward the world (vv. 8-11)?

4. ‘The prince of this world’ mentioned in verse 11 is, fairly obviously, Satan, God’s spiritual adversary. In what ways does Satan ‘now stand condemned’?

5. Why is it important for the Holy Spirit to convince the world that its ‘prince’ is already condemned?

6. One of the Spirit’s ministries is communication. What specific things did Jesus say the Spirit would communicate to the disciples (vv. 12-15)?

Section 2: Thought and application 

(allow 2/3 of your discussion time for this section)

1. In what ways is it more profitable today to have the Holy Spirit actively present than to have Jesus here on earth?

2. What can we infer from verse 8-11 about the part Jesus’ disciples play in bringing people to faith in Christ?


What is the Spirit’s responsibility in bringing people to faith in Christ?

3. How does the Spirit do the work in the hearts of people who have not believed in Jesus?

4. How does the Spirit guide us into God’s truth and bring glory to Jesus today?

5. What Spiritual truth do you think we at St Matt’s need the Holy Spirit to help us understand better? What about for yourself personally? 

