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The Spirit

of Holiness

Opening discussion: 




What kind of behaviour are most people likely to excuse by saying: “It’s only natural”?

What do people usually mean when they say that they have been ‘led by the Spirit’ or ‘led by God’? What is the difference between a strong personal desire and God’s leading?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(Read both Matthew 7:12 and 22:34-40 as well as Romans 13:9-10 and answer the following question together)
1. Explain how the whole law can be summarised by the command to “Love your neighbour as yourself”?

(Read Galatians 5:16-23 and answer the following questions together)

2. In verse 18, what does it mean to be ‘led by the Spirit’? (Think back to last week’s study in Romans 8 to help you here)

3. How is being led by the Spirit different than living under the law? (v 18)

4. Can you think of a short phrase that summarises the list of ‘acts of the sinful nature’? (vv 19-21)

5. What results when people live by the sinful nature and not by the Spirit? (v 21 and 6:7-8) 

6. What makes it so easy to recognise the ‘acts of the sinful nature’? (v 19)

7. Can you think of a short phrase that summarises ‘the fruit of the Spirit’? (vv 22-23)

8. Why is fruit a good description of the Spirit’s work in us? 

9. Look at Galatians 5 v 25. What command is given to those who ‘live by the Spirit’ (the term, in this particular verse, refers to those who have been born again)? What does the command mean?

10. How does Galatians 5 v 17 describe the reality of what it means to keep in step with the Spirit? 

11. With the exception of the first half of v 25, the term ‘live by the Spirit’ is literally ‘walk by the Spirit’. And, moreover, this phrase ‘walk by the Spirit’ is literally what’s being commanded in the second half of v 25 (NIV: ‘keep in step with the Spirit’). Why is walking such a good picture for living the Christian life?

12. What practical outcome does Paul see if we obey his instructions in this passage? (v 26)

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)
1. Compare a person’s relationship with God based on keeping the law with one resulting from the indwelling of the Spirit. What are the differences in motivation and intention for living God’s way?

2. Can you be a Christian, but not led by the Spirit?

3. Can you be a Christian, but not walk by the Spirit?

4. From what we’ve learned about being led by the Spirit, what should we expect the Christian life to be like? 


Have you realised that the Christian life in this world is not one of comfort and ease, but of struggle and hardship?

5. In which areas of your life do you need to do battle with your sinful nature? How will you do this?

6. How could you help a Christian who says: “I’m not doing very well. The Christian life is such a struggle for me. I’m always battling with a particular sin.”? 

7. How can Paul’s warnings in Galatians 5:21 and 6:7-8 be reconciled with his emphasis on justification by faith?

8. What attitude should we have to ‘growth in godliness’ from this passage? What errors does it help us avoid?

9. What practical outcomes can you foresee if more and more people in our community at St Matthew’s lived in accord with the instructions of this passage? 

10. What does experiencing the Spirit look like from this passage?

Prayer points

· Praise God for the Spirit’s work in your life, and the life of St Matt’s.
· Confess to your heavenly Father times when you have given in to the sinful nature.
· Ask God to grow and use the fruit of the Spirit for the blessing of everyone.

The Spirit

of Fullness

Opening discussion: 




Have you ever been drunk? How does drunkenness transform a person?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(In the New Testament, two writers – Luke and Paul – use the term ‘filled with the Spirit’, and by looking at the context of this phrase we can see that each writer means something very different. In this study we will be looking at what Paul means. In the final study for this series we will turn to focus on the meaning Luke ascribes to the term ‘filled with the Spirit’.


Read Ephesians 5:15-22 and answer the following questions together)
1. Briefly scan the whole of Ephesians chapter 5. What is the main theme of this passage?

2. There are two commands in v 18. What are they?

3. Read verses 15, 16 and 17 to understand verse 18 in its proper context. How does the context shed light on the two commands?

(In the original language, verses 19 -21 are actually subordinate clauses of verse 18. In other words, it’s all one sentence! And so, these verses are best translated like this: ‘…be filled with the Spirit, addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making music in your heart to the Lord, always giving thanks to God the Father for everything in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.’)

4. What are the four actions that show someone is filled with the Spirit?

5. What do these four things have in common? Why does Paul call them ‘being filled with the Spirit’?

6. Would it be correct to describe being filled with the Spirit as a feeling? Why or why not?

7. According to the passage, how is getting drunk on wine different to being filled with the Spirit?

8. How is getting drunk on wine similar to being filled with the Spirit? What is the point of comparison?

(Read Colossians 3:16-17 and answer the following question together)

9. This passage, also written by Paul, is a parallel to Ephesians 5:18-21. It doesn’t mention being filled with the Spirit. What does it mention instead? What conclusions can we draw from this?

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. According to Paul’s use of the term, how can we tell whether someone is truly filled with the Spirit?
2. Notice again that Ephesians 5:18 gives us a command. How can we obey that command?

3. Why do you go to church – to serve others or to be served? And, what do people see of you at church – someone who is joyful and grateful to God, or someone who grumbles and feels hard done by? Look again at Paul’s four marks of a Spirit-filled person in Ephesians 5:19-21. Which ones do you need to work on?

4. Discuss the results of being filled with the Spirit with regard to our church at St Matt’s. What practical differences would they make?

5. Has this study caused you to think differently about the meaning of being filled with the Spirit? If so, how?

Prayer points

· Give thanks to God for those in our church who are ‘filled with the Spirit’. Think specifically here.
· We often fail to teach one another God’s truth, lose our joy in Christ, neglect to give thanks to God, and resist submitting to one another. Ask God to forgive you for the times when you have chosen not to be filled with the Spirit.
· Pray that you and our church might be filled with the Spirit.

The Spirit 

of Ministry

Opening discussion: 




Think of ways in which Christians are encouraged/advised to discover the gift that each of them has. What is good or bad about these methods?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(There are five lists of gifts of the Spirit in the New Testament. They are found in 1 Corinthians 12:8-10 and 28-34, Romans 12:6-8, Ephesians 4:11 and 1 Peter 4:11. While investigating all these passages, this study will focus particularly on 1 Corinthians 12, looking at the context in which these gifts are given.)

1. Altogether, or in smaller groups, look up the following verses and find the word or phrase that is used to describe ‘gifts of the Spirit’:

1 Cor 12:4


1 Cor 14:1

1 Cor 12:5


Rom 12:6

1 Cor 12:6


Eph 4:7

1 Cor 12:7


1 Pet 4:10

1 Cor 12:11
What can we learn about the gifts of the Spirit from the words used to describe them?

2. Again, altogether or in smaller groups, list all the gifts that are mentioned in the five lists:


i)
1 Cor 12:8-10


ii)
1 Cor 12:28-30


iii)
Rom 12:6-8


iv)
Eph 4:11


v)
1 Pet 4:11

3. What can we learn about gifts of the Spirit from comparing the five lists?

4. What proportion of the gifts listed would you describe as distinctively miraculous?

5. Do you think that the number of gifts mentioned in the New Testament (those found in question 2) represents a complete list of all the gifts of the Spirit? If yes, why do you think the five lists are different?

6. What can we learn from Peter’s concise list?

(Read 1 Corinthians 12:12-26 and answer the following questions together)

7. The passage comes between the two lists of gifts in 1 Corinthians 12 and shows us the context in which they were given. 


What are the main themes of this passage?

8. In what way are all Christians the same? 

9. In what way are Christians different?

10. Why is the body such a wonderful illustration of the church? 

11. Do all gifts have the same, or different purposes? What is the purpose of gifts of the Spirit? (v 7)

12. What is the common good? How is the purpose of the gifts described in the other passages? (Eph 4:12-13 & 1 Pet 4:10)

13. What does 1 Corinthians 13:1-3 add to this discussion?

(Read 1 Corinthians 12:28-31 and answer the following questions together)

14. What are the greater gifts? What do these gifts have in common? What is the role of people who have these gifts? (See also Acts 6:1-4)

15. Why are the ‘greater gifts’ greater? (Compare 1 Cor 14:1-5)

16. Look at 1 Corinthians 12:31. If Christians all have different gifts, how is it that we should all equally desire the greater gifts? How can we desire the greater gifts?

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. Look at the following statements and discuss whether they are right or wrong:

· “A gift is not given to me for my good; it is given to the church.”

· “I love church because it gives me the opportunity to express myself by using my gift.”

· “The church has 15 good piano-players, but I want my turn, because piano-playing is my gift.”

· “The church needs someone to tidy up after the service. I’m available and able to do this. But, is this my gift?”

· “To discover what my gift is, I’m going to work out what I enjoy and what I’m good at and offer that to the church.”

· “God used me in my previous church in a number of ways. In my new church I’m just offering my help wherever I can.” 

2. Look at the kinds of things that unhappy body parts would say, in 1 Corinthians 12:15 & 21. Is that how you feel?

3. Have you realised that you have a part to play in the body of Christ, and that you have been gifted by the Spirit?

4. Do you understand what your giftedness is for?

5. How might your attitude to church, and what ministry you do for church, need to change in the light of this study?

6. What might make some members of our church feel useless or envious or afraid of other parts of the body? Has this ever been true for you?

7. What does a church look like when the Spirit is working?

8. What would you say your spiritual gift or gifts are?

9. How can you contribute to the common good in our church? 

Prayer points

· Reflect on what it means to be part of God’s people: what the benefits and privileges are. Thank God that he has made you part of the body of Christ.

· Thank God for the blessings he has given you through others, and for the opportunity to serve others with your own gifting.

· Pray for spiritual gifts to be released or recognized in your small group, at St Matt’s generally and in yourself. Pray for the greater gifts to be given to your church. And pray about how you can help and support those with these greater gifts.


The Spirit
of Power

Opening discussion: 




Have you ever experienced special power as you spoke the Word of God to someone, or when you were faced with persecution as a Christian?




How would you like to see the power of God revealed in your ministry, your small group and at St Matt’s in general?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

In this study we will be finding out what Luke means by the term ‘filled with the Spirit’. 

(For this next segment, split your group up into smaller groups of two or three people each. Give each group one or more of the following passages to look up together. Instruct each group to read each verse in its context and then answer the two questions, a) and b), found below the list of passages. Allow 5-10 minutes, and then gather all together again and let each group report their findings.)

Luke 1:15-17

Acts 4:31

Luke 1:41-45

Acts 9:15-17

Luke 1:67-79

Acts 13:9-11

Acts 2:4 -11

Acts 13:49-52

Acts 4:8-12

1.  
a) Who is filled with the Spirit?

       
b) For what purpose?

2. What is the difference between the way in which Luke uses the term ‘filled with the Spirit’, and the way Paul uses it in Ephesians 5? (Try to remember back to our study on ‘The Spirit of Fullness’)

[Just before reading Acts chapter 19, give your group the following context for the passage:


In chapter 18, Paul has been travelling throughout Galatia and Phrygia “strengthening all the disciples”. In this chapter he returns to Ephesus, where he settles for two and a half years. Great work is done there during this time, and it radiates out to other cities in the province of Asia. Luke vividly portrays the effect of Paul’s ministry in just a few scenes in this chapter.]

(Read Acts 18:23-20:12 and answer the following questions together)

3. Scan the passage and describe the incidences where you see God’s power revealed.

4. Wherever the gospel is communicated in the power of the Holy Spirit there will be both positive and negative responses. What are the positive results throughout this passage?

5. What are the negative responses?

6. What has happened in Ephesus since Paul’s last (very brief) visit in 18:19-21? How might these events explain the incomplete knowledge of the disciples whom Paul meets in 19:1-2?

7. Luke is frustratingly brief concerning the inadequacies of Apollos and the disciples whom Paul meets in 19:2. The emphasis is not so much on the details of their incompleteness, but that it is only with Christ that completeness comes. How does this illustrate what Paul has said earlier in Pisidian Antioch (13:32-33)?

8. Look again at verses 8-22. In what ways do you see the power and authority of the Holy Spirit in this section?

9. Throughout this entire chapter it is evident that Paul has a strategy for communicating the gospel. Specifically, what strategy does Paul have for his ministry in Ephesus? (19:8-10)

10. What happened with the Jews who were driving out evil spirits in the name of Jesus? (19:11-14) Why?

11. How did this become a testimony to the power of God? (19:15-20)

12. What are the motives behind the opposition to the gospel in verses 23-41? How was the riot settled?

13. In Demetrius’ speech, what does he get right, and what does he get wrong? (19:24-27)

14. How does the town clerk’s speech to the crowd highlight the unreasonableness of their behaviour? (19:35-41)

15. Paul continued to travel and encourage believers as he preached the gospel. What effect did the episode in 20:7-12 have on the crowd?  

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. What would you expect to see in someone who is filled with the Spirit, according to Luke’s use of the term?

2. How should this encourage us in the task of evangelism?

3. What present day negative and positive responses have you experienced as a result of the gospel being communicated with power?

4. What do you see in Paul’s relationship with the disciples that might help you in relating to young Christians or your non-Christians friends?

5. What kind of plan for communicating the gospel would be helpful in your own world? 


And, in the mission of our church?

6. How are you seeing Holy Spirit empowered gospel mission demonstrated in your own life?


And, in the life of our church?

7. How can you prepare yourself for both positive and negative responses as you communicate the gospel of Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit?

Prayer points

· Do you trust that God will empower you by his Spirit to faithfully and boldly proclaim his message, no matter how difficult the situation? Ask him to help you do that.
· Thank God for the amazing fact that he uses us, sinful human beings, to spread the gospel and advance his kingdom. Thank him for using you. 

