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ON THE CORSO AT MANLY





An important note to the leader: 

These studies have been written with the direct purpose of assisting the small group leader’s preparation, not to replace it. It may also be useful for the members of group to have a copy of the studies as well, so they may consider the text in their own private devotional time beforehand. Leaders will be amazed at the difference it can make to their group study time if the group members have already examined both the passage and the questions. But please remember, 

Not all of the questions that are printed for each study are necessary to use in your actual small group time. 

For this reason, it is necessary for the small group leader to spend some time in preparation – reading the Bible passage and the specific questions provided – prior to the time when the group meets. You will notice that in some of the studies there are quite a number of questions. This is deliberate. We thought that, rather than have too few questions, we ought to provide more than required, so that the leader may choose the most appropriate discussions for their particular group. 

We hope and pray that you will enjoy the studies and that God will bless you and your group through them.

Why study The Holy Spirit? 

You may have heard a lot about the Holy Spirit… or very little. Are you fascinated by what appears to be on offer from those who claim to have the Spirit? Or confused, and put off by the strange things that the Spirit is supposed to do? There are so many disagreements and divisions around this question of how the Spirit of God works in our lives.

To discover the truth about the Holy Spirit we need to carefully investigate what the Bible says about him. These studies have been constructed from a survey of every verse in the Bible that mentions the Holy Spirit. The main themes have been decided by some of the main themes of the Bible’s teaching – although eight studies can’t cover everything the Bible teaches about the Spirit. And because so much of what we hear about the Spirit comes to us second or third- hand, we may be in for some surprises!

In the very early days of the Christian church, a sorcerer named Simon offered the apostles money with the words: “Give me this ability so that everyone on whom I lay my hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” For Simon, the Spirit was not a person but a powerful force that he hoped to dispense as he wished; the Spirit was not God but simply a tool to make Simon great; the Spirit was nothing to do with glorifying Jesus Christ, but all about glorifying Simon.

Sadly, it can be the same today. Many people who speak about the Spirit are trying to use him for their own ends, as Simon did. This isn’t just getting hold of the wrong end of the stick – Peter called it “wickedness”. It’s vital then that we know the truth about the Spirit. And more than that, each of us needs to receive him, not so that we can do great things, but so that God’s work may be done in and through our lives.

The Studies are as follows:


1. The Spirit of God

2. The Spirit of Revelation

3. The Spirit of New Life

4. The Spirit of Adoption

5. The Spirit of Holiness

6. The Spirit of Fullness (This study may change to accord with Father’s day)

7. The Spirit of Ministry

8. The Spirit of Power

This is a worthwhile theological subject for us to be studying at St Matthew’s at this time. Let’s pray that God will give all of us joy and blessing in doing so.


The Spirit of God

Opening discussion: 




What impressions come to your mind when you think about the Holy Spirit?

Teaching about the Holy Spirit can be exciting for some and threatening for others. We’re aware that some churches major on particular aspects of the Spirit’s work and the gifts he grants to Christ’s people. Other churches, it seems, don’t even mention the Holy Spirit. What’s been your experience?

 Why do you think that issues about the Holy Spirit can generate such emotion?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(The Bible teaches that understanding the Holy Spirit begins not with spiritual gifts but with a personal connection with Jesus Christ. The foundational teaching on the Holy Spirit comes from Jesus as he prepares his disciples for a new spiritual connection with himself, which will bridge the gap between heaven and earth. Take the time to read John 14:15-27 and answer the following questions together.)

1. The night before his crucifixion Jesus tells his disciples that he is leaving them. They are troubled and fearful (14:1, 27). What does he say to calm their fears?

2. How do the titles Counselor and Spirit of truth (vv. 16-17) help the disciples understand the nature of the one Jesus promises here?

3. What is the difference between a Christian’s experience of the Holy Spirit and those of the world (vv.17-18)?

4. What is the significance of the word ‘another’ in verse 16?

5. What is the significance of Jesus speaking about the Spirit in the third person (ie; ‘him’ & ‘he’) in verse 17, and then switching to the first person (ie; ‘I’) in verse 18? Discuss how Jesus seems to both distinguish himself from the Spirit as well as identify with Him.

6. Jesus promises that the relationship with the Spirit will be both permanent (v.16) and intimate (v.17). How does this address the anxiety of the disciples?

7. In the midst of anxiety Jesus promises peace (v.27). What ministries of the Holy Spirit bring peace to Jesus’ disciples (vv.25-27)?

8. What differences are there between the Spirit-inspired peace of Jesus and that of the world (vv. 25-27)?

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. How have you experienced the Holy Spirit as a counsellor and Spirit of truth?

2. From your experience, how can our daily concerns either dull or awaken our sense of the Spirit’s presence?

3. Knowing from this text that the relationship with the Spirit will be both permanent and intimate, how might that address your spiritual anxieties?

4. Understanding from this text that there is a necessary and inseparable connection between the person and work of the Holy Spirit and the person and work of Jesus Christ, how might that provide a reference point or an anchor point for dialogue between Christians who have differences on the Holy Spirit?

5. Other places in the New Testament teach us that the Spirit works both in our hearts directly and through fellow Christians (Eph 1:17-18 and Eph 4:11-12, for instance). How have you experienced the ministry of the Spirit? 

6. Christians believe that God is Trinity. There is one God existing in three persons – Father, Son and Holy Spirit. Based on this passage, how would you describe the relationship between Jesus, the Father and the Holy Spirit?

7. Throughout this passage, Jesus emphasises the importance of keeping his commands in order to be in loving spiritual connection with him through the Holy Spirit (vv. 15-16, 21, 23). Describe the relationship between love and obedience.

8. What has this study revealed to you about your relationship with the Holy Spirit?

Prayer points

· Thank God that in Jesus, through the Holy Spirit, we come to know him as he truly is.

· Give thanks to God that as Father, Son and Spirit he has acted so that we might be forgiven, and saved from sin and its consequences.

· Ask God to keep giving you the biblical wisdom and insight to understand him as Trinity and to work out how to share the wonder of knowing God as he truly is with your friends.


The Spirit of Revelation

Opening discussion: 


How is it possible to know about God?


Discuss how people in our current culture might answer this question.


How would Christians answer differently?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(Paul writes in 1 Cor 1:22-24: ‘Jews demand miraculous signs and Greeks look for wisdom, but we preach Christ crucified: a stumbling block to Jews and foolishness to Gentiles, but to those whom God has called, both Jews and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God.’ Having dealt with mistaken ideas about how to communicate God’s message, Paul sets out in 1 Cor 2 the true nature of this message which he calls ‘the testimony about God’ (v 1), ‘God’s secret wisdom’ (v 7), ‘words taught by the Spirit’ (v 13) and ‘the mind of Christ’ (v 16). Take the time to read 1 Corinthians 2:1-16 and answer the following questions together.)

1. How does Paul summarise the content of the message (vv. 1-2)?

2. Paul has already explained that he doesn’t use miraculous signs or human wisdom to try to persuade people (1 Cor 1:22-25). According to the passage we just read, what is it that makes the message Paul was preaching persuasive?

3. Who is unable to understand the message (v 6, 8, 14)? Why are they unable?

4. Who is able to understand the message (v 14, 15)? Why are they able?

5. Why do we need the Spirit to understand God’s message (v 10-11)? 

6. According to verse 13, in what form does the message come to us?

(Open your Bibles to Hebrews 1:1-2, read it together and answer the following questions)

7. What, more succinctly, is the writer referring to in verse 1? 

8. In verse 2, the writer continues: ‘..but in these last days God has spoken to us by his Son.” Where has the life, teaching and significance of the Son of God been recorded for us?

(For this next segment, split your group up into smaller groups and give each group one or more of the following passages to look up together. For each passage, get each group to answer the questions listed under the passages named – there are two lots. Allow 5-10 minutes, and then gather all together again and let each group report their findings.) 

Matthew 22:43

Acts 1:16


Acts 28:25

Hebrews 3:7

Hebrews 10:15

· Who is speaking/writing?

· Who is being quoted?

· What is said about the Spirit?

John 3:31-34

John 14:16-26

· Who does the Spirit help?

· What does the Spirit do?

9. In the light of what we’ve found, what should our attitude be to the Old Testament?

10. And what should be our attitude to the New Testament?

(Read 2 Timothy 3:15-17 together and answer the following questions)

11. How does this passage agree with what we have learned so far about how God reveals Himself?

12. What do you think ‘God-breathed’ (v 16) means?

13. What can the Scripture do for us? (v 15, 17)

14. Christians throughout history have spoken of ‘the sufficiency of Scripture’. What do you think might be meant by this term, given what we’ve just read?

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. In light of what we’ve learned from the Bible tonight, is it possible to know God? How?

2. How should this affect our response to the message about Jesus Christ? (cf. John 14:23-24; Hebrews 2:1) 

3. How should it to affect our attitude to certain intellectuals who look down on Christian beliefs?

4. How should this to affect the way we share God’s message with others and our understanding of how people come to faith?

5. How would you summarise what you have learned about the Spirit and the Bible tonight? 

6. Upon what rationalisations can people pick and choose what parts of Scripture are trustworthy or relevant, and what parts are not? According to what we’ve been learning tonight (and perhaps other considerations), how legitimate are such rationalisations?   

7. Where and how can Christians sometimes separate God’s Word and God’s Spirit? Thinking about both the nature of Scripture and the revelation of God’s being, why is this separation a serious error? 

8. Do you need to change your view of the Bible, the Spirit, or the way in which God speaks, in the light of what we’ve learned tonight?

Prayer points

· God has spoken to you – and you can know Him!! Thank Him for His wonderful grace.

· How do you respond to God’s Word? Ask for God’s Spirit to help you accept and obey.

· Pray for those who do not understand or accept God’s message about Jesus Christ – that they will turn and believe the gospel.


The Spirit of Regeneration

Opening discussion: 




What thoughts and feelings do you associate with birth?

 What would you do differently if you could start life over again?

Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(Take the time to read John 3:1-8 and answer the following questions together.)

1. What do we know about Nicodemus from this passage (v 1-2)? What more can we assume about him from what we are told here?

2. See if you can summarise Nicodemus’ view of who Jesus was (v 2). What positive view of Jesus did he hold? And what was lacking in his view?

3. How would you explain Nicodemus’ initial understanding of being ‘born again’ (v 4)?

4. Jesus talks about two births – the first a birth of the flesh, the second a birth of the spirit. How would you describe each birth in your own words?

5. In what ways is the Spirit’s work of bringing people to new birth like the blowing of the wind (v 8)?

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. What role does the Holy Spirit play in the new birth?

2. Have you experienced the new birth Jesus talks about in this passage? Tell the group how the Spirit worked in your life to bring you to Christ.

3. Why is the Spirit’s work a necessity in us appropriating the death of Christ?

4. The Spirit’s freedom and authority in bringing us to new birth before we can accept and believe the gospel leads inevitably to the doctrine of predestination. How do you react to this biblical teaching and logical statement? 

5. What effect will this understanding of conversion have on evangelism? How can your understanding of the Spirit’s work affect how you talk to others about Jesus?

6. How do the doctrines of spiritual regeneration and predestination remove any ground for pride or feelings of superiority over others and render humility a mark of genuine conversion?  

7. There are obvious signs that a person has physical life. What are the signs that a person has the spiritual life Jesus describes in this passage (in addition to humility)?

8. Which of these signs of new life is most obvious in your own life?

9. Which of these signs is least obvious, and what would it take to change that, do you think?

Prayer points

· Give thanks to God that he is in control of all of our salvation and that none of it is merited by us.

· Give thanks for the work of God’s Spirit in your own life to bring you to repentance and faith.

· Ask for God’s Spirit to continue to work in you and your Christian brothers and sisters that they might persevere in trusting in Christ.

· Pray for those who don’t know Jesus that God will open their eyes. Pray for the work of God’s Spirit to change them forever. 


The Spirit of Adoption

Opening discussion: 




In what ways has your struggle with sin changed since you accepted Christ as your Saviour? Discuss.
Section 1: Observation and interpretation (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

(Take the time to read Romans 8:1-4 and answer the following questions together.)

1. What does it mean that there is ‘no condemnation’? (Compare with Romans 5:1 and discuss any similarities or differences.)

2. Paul also says that ‘through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit of life has set me free’


a) What have we been set free from?


b) How did God do this?


c) What is the result of our freedom?

3. Listed below are the four verses in Romans up to this point that talk about the Holy Spirit. Summarise what they teach about him:

· Romans 1:4

· Romans 2:29

· Romans 5:5

· Romans 7:6

4. For this next segment, break your group up into smaller groups of two or three each. Get each group to read verses Romans 8:5-17. Two states of life are contrasted in these verses: life according to the flesh/sinful nature, and life according to the Spirit. Ask each group to go through the passage and write down whatever they can learn about each – perhaps making two columns: 1. Life in the sinful nature; and 2. Life in the Spirit. After about 5-10 minutes, gather everyone together again, and answer the following questions:

5. From verses 5-17, what did we learn about:


a) the relationship between God the Father and the Holy Spirit?


b) the relationship between the Lord Jesus and the Holy Spirit?


c) the relationship between God the Father and the Lord Jesus?

(Re-read Romans 8:12-17 together and answer the next few questions). 

6. Romans 8:9 assures us that it is impossible to be a Christian without the Spirit of Christ. Given that we have God’s Spirit in us, what obligation (or debt) does this give us?

7. How does the Spirit work with us as we fulfil this obligation?

8. How does the work of the Spirit give us confidence that we are God’s adopted children and heirs?

9. Try to sum up in a sentence or two what this passage in Romans 8 tells us about the work of the Holy Spirit in our lives.

Section 2: Thought and application (allow 1/2 of your discussion time for this section)

1. Imagine a friend insists that once you’ve become a Christian, you have turned to God once and for all, and so there is no need for ongoing repentance. How does Romans 8 help you to respond to your friend?

2. Romans 8:15-17 speaks of how we have been adopted by God as his children, such that we call him Father. J. I. Packer wrote this about the blessing and assurance of adoption:

“If you want to judge how well a person understands Christianity, find out how much he makes of the thought of being God’s child, and having God as his Father. If this is not the thought that prompts and controls his worship and prayers and his whole outlook on life, it means that he does not understand Christianity very well at all. For everything that Christ taught, everything that makes the New Testament new, and better than the Old, everything that is distinctively Christian as opposed to merely Jewish, is summed up in the knowledge of the Fatherhood of God. ‘Father’ is the Christian name for God.” (J. I. Packer, Knowing God, Hodder & Stoughton, London, 1975, p. 224.) 

What do you think of Packer’s words? How well do they match your own grasp of Christianity?

3. If we are no longer under obligation to the sinful nature/flesh to live according to it (v12), why do we choose so often to submit again to its authority?

4. Using Romans 8:1-17, what encouragement do we have that the Christian life, empowered by the Holy Spirit, is going to turn out well?

5. Why is the Christian life so hard? From what we’ve been learning tonight, how might you encourage someone who is struggling? 

Prayer points

· Thank God that he has given us his Holy Spirit.

· Thank God that we have assurance through the Spirit that he has adopted us as his children and heirs in Christ.

· Pray that we will ‘put to death the deeds of the flesh’ by the Spirit.

